the milliwatt

I he award-winning monthly publicauon of
The Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society
P_.0O. Box 5915 Baltimore, MD 21282-5915

February, 2014

Kay Craigie, N3KN Wins Third Term as ARRL President

The ARRL Board of Directors has elected Kay Craigie, N3KN, to a third two-year term. The Board met
January 17 and 18 in the Hartford, Connecticut area for its annual meeting and the lection of officers was
at the top of the agenda. The League’s 16" president, Kay lives in Blacksburg, Virginia and has been in
office since 2010, succeeding Joel Harrison, W5ZN. (ARRL)

FCC Opens Brief Window for Comments on WRC-2015
Draft Recommendations

The FCC has invited comments by February 18 on the latest batch of <iraf rocominendaring:
of its Advisory Committee for World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC 201 5)

At its January 27 meeting, the Advisory Committee (WAC) approved draft recommendations
on a number of issues that will be considered by WRC-2015. Some items, including one which
could possibly lead to changes to 60 meters in the long term, could affect the Amateur and
Amateur-Satellite services. ARRL Chief Technology Officer Brennan Price, N4QX, is a
member of the WAC, which is chartered to allow non-federal government entities to

“provide to the [FCC] advice, technical support, and recommended proposals for the

2015 World Radiocommunication Conference.”

WRC-2012 Resolution 649 invited WRC-2015, to consider allocating “an appropriate amount
of spectrum, not necessarily contiguous,” to the Amateur Service on a secondary basis within
the band 5250 to 5450 kHz. “In order to maintain effective and reliable communications
capability throughout the sunspot cycle, allocations at regular intervals are desirable, in order
to permit operation as close to the maximum usable frequency as possible,” the WAC said in
its draft recommendations. Incumbent services in the 5250 to 5450 kHz range include fixed,
mobile, and radiolocation services“A secondary allocation from 5275 to 5450 kHz avoids the
unsuitable segment allocated to the Radiolocation Service, reduces the interval between HF
amateur allocations below 10 MHz to permit reliable operation throughout the sunspot cycle,
and maximizes the flexibility of Amateur Service stations to effectively communicate within
the secondary allocation and fulfills their obligations to avoid harmful interference to primary
services,” the WAC concluded. (ARRL)
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Some Thoughts
Just take a look at the minutes of the last

meeting ( see Page 3). Many things are BRATS Weekly Nets
changing, hopefully for the better. Please do f‘r"o"““’"- 2 pr;\; T‘j’fﬁc andilnle
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participating with us in improving .. See you Thours. 9 PM — BRATS ATV Net
then, 73, Mayer, W3GXK

Sat.. 1 PM™ Weekly News Bulletin
Sun_ 8 PM BRATS ATV Net
As Needed: Skywam
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The Baltimore Radio Amateur TV Society, Inc. Through December, 2014:
P.0.Box 5915  Baltimore, MD 21282-5915 KOFXY, K3ZMN

a non-profit organization under section 501(c)(3) Through December, 2015:

of the internal revenue Code and a non-profit K2GZL. N3GXH

corporation in the state of Maryland.

Member of and support: The ARRL and The MONTHLY MEETINGS:

Foundation for Amateur Radio. Second Monday of each month, 7:15 PM
Home Page: http:www.bratsatv.org Pikesville Library 1301 Reisterstown Rd

-email: brats@bratsatv.org

Meeting; 2™ Monday at 7:15 PM at the

Pikesville Library; 1301 Reisterstown Road Next BRATS Meeting
President: Kevin Sherwood, KB3PLX Monday, February 10"

Vice Pres. Oryx Gazella, KORYX 7::15 PM, Pikesville Library
Secretary: Ted Bauer, WA3AER 1301 Reisterstown, Rd
Treasurer: Jim Sherwood, KB3SKN

Chairman of the Board:

Mayer D. Zimmerman, W3GXK
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BRATS

Baltimore Radio Amateur TV Society
MINUTES of the 13 January 2014 Monthly Meeting

Kevin, KB3PLX, chaired meeting. Conducted Annual board meeting.

REPORTS

Minutes - Minutes from December 2013 meeting accepted, approved w/o discussion.

Treasurer - Reviewed $2805.26 EQY expenditures. Insurance premium reduced by eliminating coverage for
properties no longer used.|

2012 - 2013 Actual vs. Planned Budget outline distributed.

/OLD BUSINESS none

NEW BUSINESS

Remote Receivers - Chinese 5W xcvrs shown that can be remotely controlled. Dual band. Est. $1K if used
at all sites. Can be configured with internal modem.Meeting Room - Considering options to reduce meeting
room cost. Alternate months in library with dinner meeting at selected restaurants.

Membership/Web site - Electronic renewals and unified list to maintain membership status/info is again on
the table.

Field Day 2014 — Had preliminary discussion for FD 2014 planning. FAR -

|Ernie Walker Memorial Scholarship funds planned 1o be re-directed to JOTA. Believed to be better
investment in bringing new amateurs aboard. Thus, FAR Scholarship is eliminated.

2014 Project List Budget ltems:

Repeater upgrades - storage; voice announcements

UPS battery upgrade

Software upgrades

Extend wireless data network - range and throughput {(mobile webcams?)
APRS integration

Wx station set up

Audio streaming

ATV amp replacement

Stream ATV video via Web site

Hamfest

Meeting attendance - set up programs to improve interest and participation
. Web site and single list; electronic membership payment capability

. Joint Member Club Project - high altitude bailoon w/ATV?

® Investigate grants (ACS?)

Motion to accept 2014 project list and associated proposed budget. Approved
Public Service events:

9K MS Walk - April 13, Goucher College

MS150 Bike - May 31-Jun 1, Easton

Bike to Bordeaux — no info available yet

}By-Laws Amendment - 2yr term limit for President, V.P. presented by Kevin, KB3PLX. Motion to accept as
presented. Approved.Discussed extending to other officers: Secty., 3yr.; Treasurer, 5yr. Tabled.

/PROGRAM none

Ted, WA3AER, Secretary
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On the air, keep an ear open during the entire month of March tor Russian special event station UcsuHs.
This operation is being held to celebrate the 80th anniversary of Russia's first astronaut Yuri Gagarin
who was born on March 9th 1934, Gagarin was the first human to journey into space when his Vostok
spacecraft completed an orbit of the Earth on April 12th, 1961. If you work UEBOHS, please QSL via
RWEHS. (OPDX)
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